SNEA(I)/CHQ/Secy-DOT/5/6-10                                      Dated 15th June,10.

To

Sh. P.J.Thomas,

Secy. DOT,

New Delhi.

Sub: Immediate shifting of officers under close lens of CBI for directly involved in deciding 2G spectrum allocation on allegedly controversial and dubious criteria of first cum first serve basis.

Sir,

Hon’ble PM has taken timely and prompt action of ordering a CBI probe into the alleged serious irregularities in the matter of allocation of 2G spectrum, and CBI, in turn, on the basis of prima facie evidence, has filed an FIR against unknown corrupt officials of DOT reportedly dealing with the matter in one way or the other. 

Advisor(WPC), Dr Ashok Chandra, DDG AS-I, Sh. A.K.Srivastava and Director AS-I, Sh. R.K.Gupta have been very closely and directly involved in processing and concluding that first cum first serve basis for allocation of 2G spectrum at price decided in 2001 should be followed for allocation of 2g spectrum. These officers have been virtually the chief architects of evolving a mechanism for allocation of spectrum that is not only under serious probe but against which an FIR on the basis of prima facie evidence is filed by the investigating agency. Investigating agency will eventually decide who is involved, but fairness and transparency demands that they ought to have been immediately shifted from the key positions they continue to hold to facilitate impartial probe into an issue which undoubtedly has huge ramifications. 

The very continuance of these officers in the sensitive positions they held while finalizing highly controversial first cum first serve criteria for allocation raises very fundamental and pertinent issue of the bona fides of the administrative ministry of allowing the investigating agency to reach an impartial and transparent conclusion. 

Besides, absence of even a very preliminary action of not transferring the officers involved in the process of finalization of first cum first serve basis principle sounds ridiculous and virtually makes a mockery of the efforts of Hon’ble PM to get to the crux of the matter.

We also understand that DDG AS-I has been in DOT for more than 18 years dealing with sensitive licensing issues, except for a brief break of three years when he was on deputation to TCIL, and as per policy guidelines of DOT ought to have been posted out of Delhi after his return from TCIL. Similarly, concerned Director AS-I has been there for about six years now dealing with sensitive issues of licensing. All this is in utter disregard of repeated instructions from DOP & Trg to all the administrative ministries to ensure that officers dealing with sensitive matters are rotated necessarily after four years. In the instant case of an ongoing investigation by CBI into charges of a very serious nature and huge magnitude, immediate shifting of these officers from the key positions they were holding should naturally have been the first and instantaneous step initiated by the administrative ministry after the filing of an FIR by CBI. Even Hon’ble MOC&IT is on record as having said that officers found guilty of such serious violations would not be spared. But that is possible once that are out of the sensitive positions that they even surprisingly continue to hold today also. 

A relevant issue that may be raised is in what manner does this Association has a locus standi to intervene and seek their transfer. We have a very strong justification and that is because of their continuously holding sensitive licensing positions, they have developed a close proximity with private vendors and are working against the business interests of BSNL. We have number of concrete instances where decisions relating to levying of license fees/spectrum charges in respect of BSNL are discriminatory and prejudiced and have been and are being taken to fully safeguard the interests of private operators so as to jeopardize the growth of BSNL.   

Moreover, the ends of justice will be perfectly met once investigations are conducted in the absence of these officers so that in any manner whatsoever they are not in a position to tamper with the evidence. Everyone is baffled as to how this simple and basic action of not transferring these officers is not taken even after more than six months have elapsed since FIR has been lodged by CBI. However, we are almost sure that our just and legitimate plea of their transfer will go unheeded, but still we consider that propriety demands that we should make such a specific request in the best interests of ensuring a level playing field where BSNL is not discriminated against and its commercial interests are not jeopardized because of an existing formidable nexus in the licensing wing of DOT.
With regards,
Sincerely Yours,
(G.L.Jogi )

Copy to:

1. Sh. A.Raja, Honble MOC &IT, for kind information & n/a please.

2. Sh. K.M.Chandershekar, Cabinet Secretary/Govt of India, for kind information please.

3. Sh. T.K.A.Nair, Principal Secretary to Hon’ble PM, for kind information please.

4. Sh Santanu Consul, Secy(Personnel), for kind information please.

5.  Sh. Ashwani Kumar, Director CBI, for kind n/a please.

6.  Sh. S.C.Mishra, M(S)/TC, for kind information & n/a please.

