Raja gives DDG marching orders
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NEW DELHI: Telecom minister A Raja is learnt to have given joint secretary level officer P K Mittal his marching orders. Mittal, who is presently DDG, Access Services Cell in the DoT was one of the key officers investigated by the CBI in the 2G spectrum scam case. In this role, he was responsible for maintaining the licensing function in the DoT for all access service providers, including cellular and fixed line operators. Mittal was also a government representative on BSNL's board. 

Recently the DOT, along with the WPC cell, was involved in a serious controversy over spectrum allocation to 120 LoI (letter of intent) holders who were given licences and spectrum in 2008 at 2001 prices. 

In November 2009, the CBI raided the department after registering FIRs against unknown people within the DoT for causing a loss to the exchequer to the tune of Rs 20,000 crore on account of spectrum sale at a price much lower than the market. 

Mittal recently also raised questions on the multimillion dollar tender for GSM lines which is a critical lifeline for BSNL's growth and has been delayed for 20 months. 

BSNL's executive associations have blamed vested interests for delaying the placement of such orders. They say BSNL needs the GSM lines fast. "We are being handcuffed by unnecessary government red tape and vested interests which are destroying BSNL at its core", says G L Jogi, General Secretary of Sanchar Nigam Executive Association. 

