Tighten the belts fully and gear up - listing of BSNL and merger of ITI.
The government having been liberated from the tough, consistent, justified and legitimate resistance that it hitherto faced from our like minded friends in the parliament on issues of viability and growth of CPSUs in general and BSNL in particular as part of Common Minimum Programme (CMP), it has now initiated serious and time bound steps to list BSNL. Finance ministry is understood to be closely and keenly monitoring the blueprint that it has asked DOT to finalize for the Country's largest listing. In fact, hunt for a merchant banker has already started, even though the process of giving final mandate might take a couple of months.

With the move of the government to off load 10% equity in BSNL getting accelerated, sinister game plan of the BSNL management to try to divide the work force in the name of offering it sizeable portion of the shares is also on the cards, rather has started getting momentum. These moves and manoeuvres of the government, in the name of undertaking reforms which were reportedly, according to the finance minister, hamstrung by what could be termed as legitimate and rational opposition from our left friends, are not at all unexpected given the fact the trust vote that the government won received accolades, thumping and unprecedented nod from the industry, and FICCI hailed the vote as something historical as if whole industry was going to collapse in the event of defeat of the government. All these are pointed indicators in the direction of a close nexus that the government and vested interests in the industry have and this nexus is now being ostensibly transformed into action in the name of introducing so called fast track reforms, and floating of IPO for BSNL is one such reform which has been very high on the cards of the government because of very obvious and naked reasons.

While whatever is taking place or is going to take place from the side of the government on the IPO front, what is crucial and decisive is our solidarity, strategy, plan of action and role to defeat this move of the government which by any stretch of imagination cannot be classified as a reform to bolster the growth of BSNL. We are completely unable to make out how and in what way the listing of the company will bring BSNL out of the mess that it has been landed into, mainly on account of disastrous interference from the government and the administrative ministry, coupled with a thoroughly un professional and inertia ridden management having so far completely failed to bring about any radical changes in the work culture, mindset, outlook, functioning, bureaucratic procedures and policy making of the Company. Today's dismal performance in many potential circles is mainly because of complete non availability of GSM equipment for more than a year now just because of halving the size of 45.5 m GSM lines due to completely unwarranted and deadly interference. That is not the end of the story- the last nail in the coffin of BSNL is being dug by working out merger of ITI with BSNL. What a paradoxical situation - instead of pushing through the merger of MTNL with BSNL which is bound to lend BSNL Pan India presence and result in synergy of operations, merger of ITI with BSNL which is simply going to be deadly for the growth of BSNL is being pushed through as part of government's parochial political agenda and unwarranted interference. 

Thus, Comrades, time has come when we have to yet again demonstrate our extraordinary resilience and mettle of solidarity, our deep rooted conviction and our strength to fight back and defeat such divisive policies of the government through sustained struggle. Our task at this critical juncture assumes greatest significance and becomes all the more challenging in the light of the fact that crucial and strategic political support that we received from our left friends in parliament would have very less impact for obvious reasons. Nevertheless, this crucial fact itself should make us more tough, resolute and committed.        

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS.
A) the Union Cabinet clears the proposal regarding absorption of ITS Gr A in BSNL/MTNL. The salient features of the proposal, as we learn, are:

a) A minimum increase of 36% of Basic+ DA w.e.f 1.10.2000 has been agreed upon.

b) Pro- rata pension would be given up to 1.10.2000, the date of absorption, not from a prospective date.

c) Separate pensionary provisions have not been agreed to.

B) Action is being initiated to issue promotion orders for left out SDEs to adhoc STS within a month's time - about 100 OC's and 52 ST's.

C) Vigilance clearance and CRs to promote about 62 SDEs/Civil to adhoc EEs have been called for.

D) The issue of upgradation of pay scale of AAOs w.e.f 1.10.2000 has been sent to DOT for necessary approval after having been approved by BSNL board.

E) Replacement of existing accounts examination by a training module of which examination will be a part is in conclusive stage. No further notification for holding of accounts examination on existing pattern will be issued.

F) All India Eligibility list for promotion of JTOs to SDEs against seniority cum fitness quota shall be finalized very shortly.

G) Majority of the Circles are yet to send the information for updating of reservation roster in respect of TES Gr B officers and calculation of vacancies for the vacancy year 2006-07. This information has been sought for by the Corporate office repeatedly vide No 2-15/2007-pers II dated July 8th/19th, 08. CSs are requested to treat this information as extremely urgent since this is information is very closely linked to our DPc from JTO to TES Gr B against seniority cum fitness basis.                 
H) DOT trying to obtain stamp of TRAI regarding international auctioning of 3G spectrum. TRAI has recommended that auctioning of 3G spectrum be restricted to existing domestic players only. 
I) DOT rejects the draft recommendations of TRAI on broad band wireless spectrum auctions also known as WIMAX.

J) Telecom Commission is expected to consider levying one time spectrum charges for existing telecom operators. This is being done at the behest of Amar Singh seeking intervention of PMO office and PMO office asking DOT to look into the matter. 
K) Out of total of 6.3 m GSM subscribers added in June,08, With Bharti adding 2.5 m, Vodafone 1.73 m and idea 1.1 m. BSNL's addition has reached an all time low of just 0.3 m. 

L) Notice inviting tenders for 93 m GSM lines gets delayed because of record 21000 queries received from vendors. The date for opening the tenders is now extended to 30th August,08.    
