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BSNL decision on GSM tender on hold

By R. Jai Krishna, Dow Jones Newswires-Monday 18 January 2010
Indian telco expected to reach 1 million 3G users by end of March.

India's state-run Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd. has put on hold a tender to set up 93 million mobile phone connections, a senior executive said Monday.
"It's (the matter) under CVC (Central Vigilance Commission)...CVC is checking on it. Further proceedings are on hold," H.C. Ahluwalia, general manager, marketing, told reporters.
CVC is the federal corruption watchdog.
Late last year, The Financial Express daily reported that the CVC will investigate charges of irregularities in the tender to set up 93 million mobile phone connections.
BSNL had issued the tender to set up 93 million connections based on the global system for mobile communications technology.
Separately, Ahluwalia said the telecommunications services provider will touch the 1 million subscriber base mark on its third generation network by March end, as against 600,000 currently.

