** Real battle has begun -- let us clearly draw battle lines. **
No one, today, closely following developments in BSNL, for some time now, can have any kind of doubt that a well thought out and calibrated plan to destabilize state owned telecom behemoth began nearly six months before when MOC & IT virtually succeeded in stalling the award of contract to successful bidders for procurement of critically needed 45.5 m GSM lines, thus succeeding in creating a situation where vendors of worldwide repute like Ericsson, Nokia, Nortel have started bluntly refusing to supply equipment to largest and prestigious telecom company in the Country. 

That this unwarranted and untimely, albeit carefully calculated and well knit strategy of, stalling of procurement of equipment at a time when the field units had already started experiencing acute and unbearable pangs of pain due to near total starvation for the want of equipment was the first step in the direction of nailing the coffin of BSNL should not leave any one of us in any doubt whatsoever. How and why MOC & IT could escape to hear these highly audible nation wide cries of "we are starving for the want of   equipment and desperately need it" which are even continuing today also is incomprehensible and baffling. MOC & IT has to squarely own responsibility and owes an explanation, not only to us but to the whole nation for pushing this premier state owned company into the background by fiddling with the tender issue.
Nothing else is required to demonstrate this reality than the painful fact that finally just about 13 m out of total of 45.5 m GSM is agreed to be supplied by Ericsson just and only because of completely uncalled for and deadly political interference in matters of not policy but equipment procurement which not only fall entirely under the domain of the BSNL Management but where the management just needs and should unquestionably have absolute, unqualified and unbridled freedom to act and decide. 

Pruning down the size of the crucial tender by 50% by all accounts can in retrospect be surely called the beginning of the process of destabilization of the Company, eventually aimed to justify the present slogan of dilution of the government's stake in the Company in the name of its declining market share and inefficient functioning. The conspiracy of destabilization thus started with drastic scaling down of the volume of the tender, inevitably resulting in continuous and unabated decline in market share and deterioration in the quality of service due to extreme compulsions of overloading the equipment.

The second stage of the destabilization process has just begun, with the slogans of floating 10% IPO ostensibly to generate money for development  being raised here and there. Confronted with severe criticism, MOC&IT quickly retracted and preferred to adopt the well known and innocuous strategy he adopted to tone down the size of the tender by trying to get the proposal of disinvestment echoed by the BSNL management in the name of funding expansion plans of the Company. And spineless BSNL management is always there, ready to oblige and meet the political agenda, regardless of the devastating consequences that such agenda has on the growth of the Company. After all, in not too distant a past, BSNL board acted quite meekly in succumbing to and promptly obliging MOC&IT by reducing the scale of the tender to 50% and the disastrous and irreversible consequences of this catastrophic decision of BSNL management, completely devoid of objectivity, rationality and ground realities of telecom sector in India, rather based on purely extraneous considerations, are there for all of us to see today vividly. We are pushed into the corner, languishing there.                    

Strategic State owned public enterprises having very high business potential are generally known to have gone sick primarily because of deadly political interference, and we have also already started experiencing this in our company. That vested interests closely surround these enterprises of strategic national significance and enormous potential to capture them is no secret. And they finally succeed in doing so in complicity with those having basically got the mandate of the masses to govern, protect and promote these institutions of strategic growth. That is the tragic story of the temples of critical infrastructure of our Country, having contributed to the growth of national economy in a big way and played a vital and leading role in bringing about socio-economic upliftment of the downtrodden and underprivileged. 

BSNL is a classic case of a premier public enterprise where destabilization has just commenced, and, unless we rise in rebellion and revolt to expose and defeat ultimate sinister political agenda and interference aimed at finally selling this gold mine to vested interests, we may very shortly be well on the road to being written off and dumped. Let us thus not waste even a minute now but get ready for a big and protracted battle and draw battle lines clearly. 

Trade unions of BSNL have a fundamental responsibility to discharge and role to play in terms of acting and acting decisively and immediately to halt and reverse the deadly destabilisation process that has been meticulously crafted and injected and has already taken roots. Time has just come for us to struggle relentlessly with extraordinary resolution and commitment to save our beloved organization from being consigned to flames. Let us not falter and stumble at this crucial hour for posterity and the people of this country in that case shall not forgive us for not rising to the occasion courageously with unprecedented conviction and fortitude to defeat lock, stock and barrel reactionary forces and vested interests.             

