 Editorial                          
Head start, timely and in the right direction.

The landmark decision of the representatives of key infrastructure sectors of Oil (ONGC, HPCL, Oil India, BPCL etc), Power (NTPC), Coal (COMAI), Steel (SAIL) and Telecom (SNEA, MTNL EA) to forge an alliance for focussing those issues on which the government has been dilly dallying and exhibiting total indifference and apathy is not only timely but more significantly aimed at bringing about complete homogeneity among the officers of these critical sectors of Indian economy. Continuing reluctance on the part of the government to address highly just issues of both officers and unionised staff of CPSUs is slowly but surely resulting in a situation that is steadfastly contributing and helping in consolidation of forces of unity in these state owned strategic sectors of economic prosperity and growth.  

This consolidation of like minded forces is not only crucial from the point of view of focussing and resolving issues of officers in  these CPSUs like constitution of wage council, merger of 50% IDA with basic, removal of ceiling on DCRG etc, but has to be essentially seen in the much broader and significant context of a critical and bigger role that these forces are expected to play in the days to come in terms of opposing those policies of the government which are specifically targeted at jeopardizing the growth of these vital sectors and giving a strategic leverage to the private sector at the expense of the state owned units in these sectors. Protecting these state owned institutions from the clutches of the vested interests, both in and outside the government, and from vultures like IMF and the World Bank, is going to the primary task and objective of the alliance that has just taken birth.    
However, this alliance shall groom into a formidable force in the days to come only when it is nursed and nurtured at the grass root level. This alliance has to have real biting teeth for it is to encounter and defeat the diabolical designs of the most powerful vested interests, both at the national as well as at international plane. Globalisation of economy, to these vested interests, does not mean economic reforms in the real terms, but capturing the vital sectors of infrastructure of developing Countries like India. That is the agenda of the protagonists of economic reforms and it is precisely here that this alliance has to step in and defeat this devilish design of the vested interests.

To start with, base level units of our organization have a fundamental task and responsibility of identifying the comrades of these sectors and interacting with them so as to slowly build up a formidable and sustainable relationship. This shall obviously take considerable time and is not an easy proposition given the fact that conditions and environment of working, man power structure, aspirations of people, nature of work (some are involved in manufacture, others in service sector and marketing etc.) are as diverse as our beloved Country is, but then, it is really challenging to carve unity in such diversity and once that is accomplished, we shall be taking on future challenges with complete strength and extraordinary sense of oneness.

So, the programmes of Organizational actions to be observed in the days to come by the officers in these sectors shall undoubtedly and decisively mark the beginning of this vital alliance and let us resolve to ensure a successful beginning, because well begun is half done, and if we succeed in reaching mid way, there is just no reason as to why we should not reach the end of the road. Seen in that context, the decision of the officers of these key CPSUs to come together on issues of common cadre interest is not only timely and appropriate, but a step that marks the beginning of a new era in the relationship of the officers of these CPSUs. 
