Arun Sarin, ex-Coke chief Sanjay Gupta in BSNL top job buzz
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As the search for the next Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL) chief gets rolling, the names that have surfaced as frontrunners for the coveted post include Arun Sarin, ex-Vodafone CEO, Gopal Das, acting chairman and managing director (CMD) of BSNL,RK Upadhyay, CMD of Telecommunications Consultants India Ltd (TCIL), Subodh Kumar, additional secretary in Department of Telecom (DoT), K L Dhingra, CMD of Indian Telephones Industries (ITI) and Sanjiv Gupta, former CEO of Coca Cola India.

A source in the know of applications sent in for the BSNL head said the state-run telecom company has received 132 applications.

“Among them, these six candidates stand a very strong chance of filling into the shoes of Kuldip Goyal, who stepped down on July 31 after completing his tenure.”


The source, who did not want to be named, said Das, who is said to be telecom minister A Raja’s candidate, was mostly likely to retain his job as the CMD of BSNL.

He, however, said Prime Minister Manmohan Singh was very keen on getting a professional to run the government-owned firm, which has incurred huge losses due to mismanagement of its operations under Raja.

“The government wants to get Sarin (former Vodafone head) but he has also got an offer from Tata Telecom, which he is most likely to accept as it would be more lucrative. Nonetheless, he is being seriously considered for the top job as the government thinks he will bring in a fresh approach,” said the source.
He said Gupta, a name that has surprised everyone, could also emerge as a “dark horse in this race.”

“The only drawback in his (Gupta) case is his controversial association with America. He is being seen as an outsider by many but he could emerge as the dark horse in this race,” said the source.

Considering that the government was eager to implement the recommendation of Sam Pitroda committee, the source said it wouldn’t come as a big surprise if a non-Indian Telecom Services (ITS) guy is selected to run the telecom PSU.

He said the shortlisted candidates are expected to be interviewed by the selection committee in the first week of September.
