** CVC raises fundamental and serious questions about DOT's spectrum allocation policy: The issues on which CVC wants immediate response from DOT and which appear to be quite pertinent are:

A) why operators had been allocated spectrum beyond 6.2 mhz per Circle?

B) why additional entry fee was not levied on existing operators?

C) What was the reason for not auctioning additional spectrum?

D) Why DOT did not raise spectrum charges when allotment of radio frequencies was enhanced from 8 mhz to 10 mhz ?

E) On what basis did DOT allocate spectrum up to 10 mhz? Why was this allowed to continue all these years?

F) why did DOT follow a uniform spectrum criterion across the Country? 

DOT is virtually defenceless on these crucial issues because all along the policy considerations and decisions of DOT on spectrum allocation have been largely guided and dictated by narrow political considerations, as is happening now by allowing technology cross over, and quite naturally, while formulating these policies, greater and sensitive national perspective of spectrum policy and critical issues related to it has been completely lost sight off, and interests of private operators have been largely protected and addressed, from time to time. This hobnobbing with the private operators is quite visible even today when dual technology has been permitted to favour a particular operator, and spectrum is being distributed like a charity to other operators. 

** Mobile TV- TRAI recommends 74% FDI and bidding for licences. Suggests to I&B ministry that:

A) The choice of broadcasting technology should be left to the service providers but should be recognized by an authorized body.

B) Operators with CMTS or UASL licences will not require any further permission or licence to offer TV on mobile.

C) Licences should be granted via a closed tender system on the basis of one time entry fees quoted by the bidders.

D) Spectrum to be part of licences for mobile TV for successful bidders.

E) Licence fees should be charged at 4% of the gross revenue for each year or at 10% of one time entry fees limit for the concerned licence area, whichever was higher.

Broadly, there are two routes for providing TV on mobile. One is operated by using the telecom network with spectrum allotted to Unified access service licence(UASL) and Cellular mobile telephone service(CMTS) licensees, and the other using broadcasting method with separate spectrum in the UHF band V from 585 mhz to 806 mhz. 

** BSNL has to fully gear up to provide mobile TV in time before others capture strategic market in this segment since it has already UASL licence and does not require new licence or spectrum.  
** TRAI suggests speedy allocation of spectrum beyond 1800 mhz for providing 3G services through auction mode to ensure honest, transparent and credible deals, and recommends that the auctioning should be restricted only to the existing telecom players as it would upgrade services and not for starting new services.

** DOT all set to sign licence agreements with nine companies that were recently given LOIs ( Letters of intent ) and allocate spectrum to roll out mobile services.

*** BSNL ties up with US Co for largest WiMAX deal:
In what could possibly be seen as a great thrust in the highly potential and upcoming segment of broad band services, BSNL has entered into a strategic contract with a US based leading provider of mobile WiMAX solutions, soma Networks, for largest WiMAX deployment in the Country covering four states in three circles of Gujarat, Maharashtra, AP and Goa. The proposed infrastructure would provide services to about 20 crore people in these states.

In the first phase of the tie-up, WiMAX would be deployed in Ahmedabad in June-July this year and the complete deployment will take about three years. The contract is on a revenue sharing basis.

Riding on BSNL's infrastructure, the US company would provide solutions which ensure greater subscriber density. BSNL has a highly ambitious plan to roll out WiMAX services in 70 cities across the country by mid 2008 by using some spectrum that it has already received in 2.5 GHz band. Soma Networks is a leading provider of WiMAX solutions and is a principal member of WiMAX forum. WiMAX technology even though still evolving is considered a great threat to 3G mobile services. 

WiMAX is a wireless standard for broadband internet capable of data speeds of 10 mbps up to 2Kms from a radio transmitter. It is 30 times faster than 3G mobile technology and 100 times faster than data provided by mobile operators presently on 2G networks.        

